
REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
A SURVEY OF A CHINESE CITY 

PEKING: A SOCIAL SURVEY. Conducted under the auspices of the Princeton 
University Center in China and the Peking Young Men’s Christian 
Association. By SIDNEY D. GAMBLE, assisted by JOHN STEWART 
BURGESS. New York : Doran. $5. London : Oxford University 
Press. 21s. 1921. 

THIS volume is both important and significant. It is important 
because it is a careful survey and a well-rounded description of the 
social life of a great Chinese city. It begins with an introductory 
statement and a summary of the conclusions arrived at in the body 
of the volume. There then follow a brief history and a description 
of the geography of the city. Next comes a chapter on government 
which contains a clear account of the overlapping jurisdictions in 
the nation’s capital and enlightening and commendatory paragraphs 
on the surprisingly efficient police system that has grown up in recent 
years. Much of the material for the survey, indeed, comes from the 
records of these police. A chapter on population follows, with 
figures which show clearly the presence in the city of large numbers 
of students, officials and expectant officials, many of them without 
their families, and with hints at some of the problems which these 
bring. Then there are chapters on health, on the educational 
situation-with the progress that has been made by government, 
private and missionary agencies in the last few years-and on the 
commercial system. In this last there is an informing, although not 
particularly new account of the guilds of a Chinese city, and, what 
is more novel, there are suggestions of the changes which are im- 
pending for this older economic order as the industrial revolution 
makes itself felt. A chapter on recreation follows with a vivid 
picture of some of the changes which have been wrought by contact 
with the Occident. Just after it is an account of the social evil 
with a portrayal of conditions which have been aggravated by the 
great excess of the male population of the city over the female, and 
by the presence of so many young men who are living away from 
the restraints of home. Important comparisons are made between 
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the statistics for Peking and for some of the other large cities of the 
world. Then there are chapters on poverty and the various attempts 
to relieve it, and on the prison system, with an interesting account 
of the model penitentiaries which are one of the most encouraging 
developments in the new China, There follow a summary of a 
more minute survey of one of the districts of Peking, and an account 
of some intimate contacts with a few families of this district. 
Chapters xv and XVI contain a detailed study of the membership 
and the work of one church and two chapels under the American 
Board and a religious survey of the entire city. The final chapter 
is an account of a community service group which arose from the 
preparation of the book, and which has attempted to bring to bear 
on some of the conditions revealed the efforts of the Christians of 
Peking. The last quarter of the volume is made up of appendices 
which contain interesting and important figures to  illustrate the 
text. There are throughout the book numerous charts and maps 
which make vivid the statistics that they accompany. The work is, 
then, of prime importance as a careful, well-rounded and fairly 
accurate picture of the life of a Chinese city. 

The book is also important as a picture of the changes which 
are rapidly taking place in the social structure of China. Any 
thoughtful observer knows that the coming of modern industrialism, 
transportation and western ideas and institutions will inevitably 
work a revolution in the entire fabric of Chinese society, but here 
we have in striking form a cross section of one of China’s great cities 
with facts which show the revolution to be already under way and 
which shed some light on the new conditions which that revolution 
will bring. 

The volume is, moreover, highly significant as the first of its 
kind. It is an indication that the missionary enterprise in China 
has reached the stage where it has the resources to  make a careful 
and detailed silrvey of a great Chinese city and to dare to dream of 
bringing the Christian conscience to bear upon all the evils and the 
problems revealed. Such a book would have been impossible twenty 
years ago, both because missionary forces would have been in- 
adequate and because sufficient Chinese co-operation could not have 
been obtained. 

The volume is also significant as an indication of the spirit that 
is animating so marly of the younger missionaries. They are con- 
vinced that the Christian Church in each land must set itself to the 
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task of permeating with the spirit of Christ the entire life of the 
nation, and they believe that as soon as a Chinese allies himself 
with the Church he should be encouraged to give expression to his 
newly formed purpose by undertaking some specific piece of work 
for the welfare o€ the community. The book may well be a fore- 
shadowing of what the missionary enterprise is to be, especially 
in so far as that enterprise falls into the hands of university-trained 
men and women. 

The book presents, moreover, a challenge to the Christian Church. 
It helps to remind us that our task is not completed when we have 
told the story of Christ to every creature, but that we are also com- 
missioned to teach the nations ‘to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.’ In China, as in every other land, our duty 
as Christians has not been fulfilled until the whole social structure 
of the nation has been remade in the spirit of Christ. That, as we 
well know, cannot be completely done in one generation or in ten, 
but our generation can and must point the way, and if civilization 
is to be saved we must establish in China, as in every land, a 
Christian nucleus that will within our lifetime to some extent per- 
meate with the Christian leaven the institutions and social ideals of 
the entire nation. 
Mr Gamble’s work seems singularly free from avoidable errors. 

Where figures are uncertain he has said so, and he tells us exactly 
how his information was obtained. On page 8’74, however, he 
mistakenly believes the Roman Catholic missions in Peking to be in 
the hands of the Jesuits. They are, of course, and have been for 
the past century and a half, in charge of the Lazarists. On page 146 
he ascribes to Mr Hillier the invention of the first system for teaching 
the Chinese blind to read, forgetting what he himself states later on, 
that there was an earlier system by Mr Murray. Criticisms of such 
details-and there is ground for but few of them-seem captious. 
They must certainly not be allowed to obscure the fact that Mr 
Gamble has produced what must be for missionaries one of the best 
and most thought-provoking books of the last two or three years. 
His example deserves to be followed in many cities and towns in the 
Orient, both in gathering and presenting facts and in making 8 

beginning at solving some of the problems that they disclose. 
KENNETH SCOTT LATOURETTE 

YALE UNIVERSITY 
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A STUDY OF TUBERCULOSIS IN INDIA 

TUBERCULOSIS IN INDIA : Its Prevalence, Causation and Prevention. By 
ARTHUR LANKESTER, M.D., formerly a Medical Missionary, Officer for 
Tuberculosis, Government of India, London : Butterworth. I 0s. 

1920. 

THIS is a timely and most important book which should be carefully 
studied in missionary circles. One death out of seven or eight 
in India is caused by tuberculosis, and amongst the adults, in cities 
at least, about one in three. The situation is such as to demand 
serious attention, especially on the part of those engaged in school 
and zenana work. Dr Lankester presents to us, in language pur- 
posely adapted to the understanding of educated laymen, the 
results of an extensive inquiry carried on during two years under 
the auspices of the Research Fund Association of the Indian Govern- 
ment. He handles his subject with competence, and though some 
of his conclusions are necessarily tentative, in view of the complexity 
of the questions involved, most of his suggestions are based upon 
a sure judgment and are eminently practical. 

He first proves that tuberculosis is on the increase, that it has 
invaded many districts where it was formerly unknown, and that 
it has spread from the cities into the villages. After discussing 
statistics and climatic conditions, the author proceeds to examine 
the social causes of tuberculosis in India. ‘ Tuberculosis is a social 
disease.’ Conditions in a number of leading cities are examined. 
In Calcutta, phthisis caused more deaths, in 1913, than any of the 
acute infectious diseases, although both plague and cholera were 
present in an epidemic form. Chapter v deals with the Christian 
Community, and is followed by a discussion about immunity and 
susceptibility which leads to a series of important conclusions. 
The prevalence of tuberculosis amongst cattle is further examined 
and happily found to be excessively rare. Nevertheless, and con- 
trary to a common belief, the various forms of non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis are found to be very prevalent. 

The second part of the book, dealing with the causation of 
tuberculosis in India, is introduced by a short chapter on the tubercle 
bacillus. Poverty and overcrowding are next discussed. (In 
Bombay, 76 per cent of all families dwell in one-room tenements.) 
Very little can be done as long as municipal councils are ignorant 
of the most elementary laws of sanitation. Practical suggestions 
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for the construction of cheap but sanitary houses are given. The 
truth that tuberculosis is a social disease is nowhere more clearly 
demonstrated than in the chapter dealing with social customs 
regarding women’s seclusion, child-marriages and the deplorable 
customs prevailing at child-births. Many bad habits have to be 
overcome, like spitting, chewing the betel nut, the prejudice against 
fresh air, unwise fashions in clothing, carelessness regarding food 
and the habit of covering one’s face a t  night under a blanket. 

The chapter on Educational Institutions is particularly import- 
ant. ‘ A  tremendous responsibility is laid upon those to  whose 
care the health and even the lives of other people’s children have 
been committed.’ (Report on Village Education in India, p. 115.) 
In certain institutions, particularly in orphanages, the death-rate 
from consumption is five or ten times greater than amongst the 
children of the large cities. The sudden change of environment 
is dangerous and calls for understanding and sympathetic treat- 
ment. Those in charge of schools should have a clear knowledge 
of the early symptoms of tuberculosis. Questions of food, curricu- 
lum, clothing, exercise, ventilation, etc. are carefully discussed. 

In the last part of the book, the best methods for the prevention 
of this terrible disease are considered. We agree with the author 
that the main remedy must not be sought in the erection of a large 
number of costly sanatoria so much as in a great and systematic 
health campaign. ‘Tuberculosis is one symptom of the greater 
disease of ignorance, and we can only attack it by diffusing in the 
widest possible manner knowledge regarding the general conditions 
upon which healthy living depends.’ Such teaching must be quite 
elementary and exceedingly practical, ‘ a knowledge which shall 
aim at  influencing conduct and practice in the common details of 
daily life.’ Dr Lankester is undoubtedly right in asking that 
health teaching should become a compulsory part of all school 
education. A ‘sanitary conscience’ must be created. Dr 
Lankester suggests the creation of a great League of Health to  
enrol all over the country a large army of helpers, which ‘ already 
exists, but only needs to be organized and enthused for action.’ 
A Health Bureau for the creation and circulation of books, leaflets, 
diagrams, lantern slides, etc. would be an essential feature of such 
a league. The suggestion seems to  us quite worth considering, 
and if such a scheme is started, missions and mission schools could 
greatly contribute to its success. The brilliant work done by 
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Dr W. W. Peter in China under the auspices of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association is an example of what can be d0ne.l 

Dr Lankester’s book, as we said in the beginning, deserves the 
widest possible circulation amongst missionaries and educated 
Indians. The only obstacle is that it  is a little too bulky. The pre- 
paration of a cheap and much shorter popular edition would greatly 
facilitate the promotion of the objects which the author has in view. 

P. DE BENOIT 
LAUSANNE 
1 See the pamphlet : The Health Show comes to Town, by E. G. Routzahn, Russell 

Sage Foundation, New York. 30 cents. 1920. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF ‘ PRIMITIVE ’ SOCIETY 

PRIMITIVE SOCIETY. By ROBERT H. LOWIE, Ph.D., Associate Curator, Anthro- 
pology, American Museum of Natural History. With Bibliography 
and Index. New York: Boni & Liveright. $3. London: George 
Routledge & Sons, Ltd. 21s. 1921. 

A BOOK bearing this title is open to  very obvious criticism. In 
what sense are Zulus, Baganda, Todas, aboriginal Australians, etc., 
‘ primitive ’ ? The use of the word 
obscures the fact that  behind these peoples there are many hundreds 
of thousands of years of development. In  fact there are no ‘ primi- 
tives’ to-day ; the actual peoples do not represent them; we 
know nothing about ‘ primitive ’ society, nor can we know anything. 
Another criticism is suggested by an examination of Dr Lowie’s 
bibliography. If these are all the books he has studied, what right 
has he to generalize about the lower culture as a whole ? Only 
nineteen writers on Africa are cited and most of these are of no 
consequence in this connexion ; some of the omissions are glaring, 
notably of the French literature ; and yet the author dogmatizes 
about African society. Dr Lowie well says : ‘ The period has come 
for eschewing the all-embracing and baseless theories of yore and 
to  settle down to  that sober historical research involved in the in- 
tensive study of specific regions ’ (p. 423). Why then has he written 
this book ? He has written it with three classes of reader in view : 
the layman interested in social anthropology, the investigator of 
neighbouring branches of science who requires sociological data, 
and the college student who is taking anthropological courses. No 
doubt all these will find much to help them. 

Dr Lowie does not explain. 
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In the Introduction and Conclusion Dr Lowie discusses the views 

of the two great anthropological schools : the historical, ethnological 
or sociological school represented in Britain by Dr Rivers and Pro- 
fessor Elliot Smith, and the psychological or evolutionary school of 
Sir Edward Tylor and Sir James Frazer. Confronted by cultural 
resemblances between peoples of diverse stock, the fist interprets 
them by the hypothesis of borrowing, the second as being due t o  
like causes. So there are two rival theories or methods : ‘ diffusion ’ 
on the one hand and ‘ independent evolution ’ on the other. Like 
Dr Marett, who has discussed these theories in his Psychology and 
Folklore 1 (pp. 72-98), Dr Lowie sees that they are logically not in- 
compatible but complementary, but he distinguishes clearly between 
the theory of independent development and a belief in laws regulating 
the independent reproduction of the same series of stages, and this 
latter he formally abjures. ‘ By all means,’ he says, ‘let us register 
such sequences as may be found to  recur in separated regions, but 
let us not dignify these strictly limited and sometimes trivial re- 
lations . . . by the pretentious title of historical laws’ (p. 422). 
There is no necessity urging all societies along a fixed path from a 
to b and thence to  c ; a people may, and does, jump from a to x. 
The opposite view to  this he calls ‘ solemn nonsense,’ and a search 
for all-embracing laws of evolution in society ‘ a wild-goose chase.’ 
While he scorns the dogmatism of those who assert the existence of 
such laws, he is equally dogmatic in asserting their non-existence. 
We do not like the way he has of referring to  scientists who differ 
from him ; he speaks of ‘ their purblind vision,’ of ‘ swashbuckling 
diffusionists,’ of Morgan’s ‘ rodomonttides,’ and so on. Such phrases 
are surely out of place in a scientific treatise. 

Dr Lowie begins with a discussion of the Family, the bilateral 
kin group, and in chapters 11-v has much to  say about marriage, 
marriage prohibitions, means of acquiring a mate, preferential 
mating, polygamy, polyandry, sexual communism, looseness of the 
family unit, matrilocal and patrilocal residence, sexual division of 
labour and segregation, kinship usages, taboos, privileged familiarity. 
There is much here that one would like to  refer to. Though he 
speaks of the erroneous notions suggested by the catchword ‘purchase’ 
applied to wives, he continues t o  use it and ‘ brideprice.’ Do people 
anywhere ‘ b u y ’  wives in the sense that they buy slaves? We 
doubt it. In discussing the psychology of polygamy, he exaggerates, 

1 London: Methuen. 7s. 6d. 1920. 
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it seems to us, the social factors and overlooks entirely one of the 
most important elements, namely, the beliefs associated with the 
lactation period. He introduces the useful word ‘ siblings ’ as a 
generic term to include brother and sister ; we would suggest to him 
the adoption of Frazer’s term ‘ ortho-cousins ’ in place of ‘ parallel 
cousins.’ It would seem that he has not taken note of Sir James 
Frazer’s exhaustive discussion in Folk-lore in the Old Testament of 
cousin marriage, the sororate and levirate, age-grades, and ultimo- 
geniture; had he done so, some of his conclusions might have 
been modified. 

Dr Lowie then passes to  the Unilateral Kinship Group, which is 
generally called the ‘ clan ’ ; the word he prefers, ‘ sib,’ is not quite 
so new as he thinks, for at least one eminent British anthropologist 
has used it. He passes in review types of sib-organization and 
concludes that its origin was multiple. In connexion with Totemism 
there is a helpful discussion of the theories of Frazer and Golden- 
weiser. Chapter VII deals with the history of the sib, and here the 
author stresses the influence of the transmission of property and the 
mode of residence after marriage. The position of Women is the 
subject of chapter VIII; it is one that needs great caution, for, as Dr 
Lowie well shows, their treatment is one thing, their legal status is 
quite another. He holds that woman’s status is no sure index of 
cultural advancement. In a valuable section on Property proof is 
offered that the assumption of primitive communism in goods is 
false. To some readers the most suggestive chapters in the book 
will be the tenth and eleventh on Associations, that is to say, social 
units not based on the kinship factor. Sex moieties, divisions on 
the basis of matrimonial status, age-grades, social clubs, secret 
fraternities all go to show how gregarious men and women are. 
Succeeding chapters deal with Rank, Government and Justice. 
There is probably more to be said than Dr Lowie allows for Morgan’s 
view that primitive institutions are invariably bound up with demo- 
cratic government. Dr Lowie says that Morgan ‘ a t  his worst 
. . . never perpetrated more palpable nonsense.’ We would suggest 
that he should restudy the central African tribes. 

Dr Lowie, of course, will not expect that everyone will agree 
with all he says. He has written a stimulating, thought-provoking 
book, and no missionary in contast with so-called ‘ primitive ’ society 
can afford to  overlook it. 

DOVER EDWIN W. SMITH 
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SUMMARIES OF TWO INDIAN CLASSICS 

THE LAWS OF MANU : A SUMMARY IN ENGLISH, WITH INTRODUCTION AND NOTES. 
By J. M. MACFIE. Madras: Christian Literature Society for India. 
R.1.12. 2s. 6d. 1921. 

THE MAHABHARATA: A SUMMARY. By J. M. MACFIE. Madras: Christian 
Literature Society for India. R. 2. 3s. 192 I. 

THE two books of which Mr Macfie has prepared a useful summary 
in English are amongst the books of the world which are so often 
quoted and so little read. To the great epic and the great law book 
of India references are overwhelmingly frequent in the land of their 
origin, either for the upholding of an ancient, though i t  may be a 
challenged custom or the illustration of a doubtful point of morality. 
The missiona;.y or other European who is ignorant of these great 
works is often at a loss as to  how to deal with a controversialist, and- 
which is more serious-stands apart from the common currents 
of thought and aspiration because he cannot trace them to  their 
traditional source. Any excuse there may be for such ignorance is 
removed by the publication of these books, providing, as they do 
in handy form, for some measure of acquaintance with the contents 
of two of the most important literary possessions of India. They 
would be useful also to  Indian students, for appeals to  authority 
without sufficient acquaintance with the exact pronouncements of 
that authority are not by any means unknown, and it is surprising 
how frequently an authority fails to support the practice for the 
defence of which it has been cited. 

Mr Macfie has probably done well to avoid the temptations of a 
critical introduction and elaborate annotations, though the notes he 
does supply are so useful as t o  make us wish for more. We should, 
however, be inclined to  place the date of the Laws of Manu some 
two or three centuries later than his estimate. He is right in 
emphasizing the desire to  establish Brahmin ascendancy as one of 
the prevailing tendencies of the compilation, and much of the doiibtful 
and confused morality might be connected with this central aim. 
The claims of truth, it is said, may on occasion be disregarded if it is 
desired to show favour to  a Brahman (cf. p. 76), and other castes 
are given few rights as compared with the highest. The power of a 
Brahman is greater even than that of kings or of the gods. His 
occupations are jealously guarded lest his dignity be impaired. He 
may not, e.g., practise usury, though in times of distress he is 
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graciously permitted to lend money provided that it is to very 
wicked people. Much of the morality, however, is of a high order, 
and the description of the duties of kings and statesmen is by no 
means obsolete, however primitive some of the conceptions of war 
and policy may appear to  be. The study of the Laws will throw 
considerable light upon the state of society at the time of their 
compilation, and it will be seen that in many respects Indian customs 
have not greatly changed. We may gain insight also into many of 
the curious contradictions of religious and philosophical thought of 
modern times as we trace even in this ancient book the same readi- 
ness to  entertain simultaneously the most contrary views and note the 
early conflicts between polytheism, pantheism and abstract idealism. 

Many of the more interesting speculations and regulations of the 
Laws are embodied in the Mahabharata, the present form of which 
may be held to date from the first six centuries of our era. In 
attempting a summary of a compilation which is eight times as 
large as the Iliad and the Odyssey put together, Mr Macfie has 
essayed a tremendous task, and yet he has been successful in drawing 
attention t o  all the more important aspects. It has been said that 
what is not in the Mahabharata is not in India, and it is true that there 
is little in the mythology or in the religious or philosophical thought 
of India which cannot be shown to  have some relation to  material 
drawn from this vast storehouse. This summary will enable us to 
elicit some general impressions from the multitudinous details and 
will point the way to  further study of particular aspects. We 
become familiar with the outstanding figures of the mythology. 
Krishna, e.g., becomes living and real, as a warrior of varying moods 
and changing standards of morality and not merely as the mouth- 
piece of the elevating teaching of the Gita. We trace the rivalry 
of the worships of Vishnu and Siva as we follow the epic story of the 
advantages to be derived €rom devotion to  the respective deities. We 
are repeatedly struck by the contradictions between different points 
of view, by the conflict between higher and lower thought, by the 
combination of profundity and absurdity. We axe led up to  the 
heights of heaven and down to  the depths of hell as we read the 
story, and the impression left upon us is one of perplexity akin to 
that expressed in the closing paragraph of Mr Macfie’s introduc- 
tion to  the Laws of Manu : 

These great diversities of moral and spiritual outlook can only be explained 
by saying that the compilers drew their material from very different sources ; 
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but the mystery remains. How could any compilers be content to  leave such 
contradictory teachings standing side by side, aspirations that carried men 
right up to the heart of God, superstitions that swept them into the abyss of 
despair and darkness ? 

CALCUTTA W. S. UBQUHART 

HYMNS OF INDIAN SAINTS 

HYMNS OF THE TAMIL SAIVITE SAINTS. F. KINGSBURY and G. E. PHILLIPS. 
Calcutta : Association Press. London : Oxford University Press. 
2s. 6d. 1921. 

THE purpose of the Heritage of India series is ‘ to bring the best out 
of the ancient treasuries, so that it may be known, enjoyed and 
used.’ The high level of the books already published should assure 
for this volume a welcome. It contains selections from the three 
poets of the Deviiram-Sambandar, Apparswiimi and Sundaramutti 
(about 600-800 A.D.)-and from Maqikka Vasahar (probably a 
little later), with introduction, explanatory notes and appendices. 
Many of the stanzas have never appeared in an English dress before. 
The stanzas selected are printed in the Tamil original with the 
English verse translation on the opposite page-an arrangement 
useful in South India, but perhaps open to criticism from the stand- 
point of the general reader, for whom nearly half the total of 182 
pages is occupied by an unfamiliar script. 

The faithfulness of the translation is sufficiently guaranteed 
by the fact that ‘one of the translators . . . learned as a Saivite 
child to love these hymns,’ and the book will be read with an added 
interest by some for that reason. The translators are fully aware 
of the extraordinary difficulty of the task they have undertaken. 
The hymns ‘are essentially songs, intended to be sung to Indian 
tunes, in metres which no English metre can represent. Much of 
their charm depends upon assonance, upon plays upon words, upon 
close knitting of word with word, upon intricacy of metre and rhyme, 
almost as much as upon substance. It is not ungracious to say 
that the translators have hardly succeeded in conveying charm, or 
the sense of the devotional rapture which the original breathes, and 
without which it is difficult to understand the high place which these 
hymns occupy in South Indian affection. Few languages can be 
less amenable to happy English rendering than Tamil, and few 
modes of thought less naturally congenial to  western interpretation 
than these richly decorated hymns. 

20 
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Probably many readers would have welcomed somewhat fuller 

introductory matter, with some attempt to present a co-ordinated 
view of the value of the hymns from a devotional or literary stand- 
point, and some statement of their philosophical background. The 
translators say they have tried to  reduce introductory matter to a 
minimum ; but this is not an easy field for the western reader to 
enter, and the book would have been more valuable had a little more 
help been given. Nevertheless those who would be familiar with 
widespread forms of religious aspiration in India cannot do better 
than make a careful study of this useful little book. 

J. S. M. HOOPER 
NAGARI, CHITTOOR DISTRICT 

A JAPANESE GENTLEMAN IN PRISON 

A GENTLEMAN IN PRISON: THE STORY OF TOKICHI ISHII. Translated by 
CAROLINE MACDONALD, with a Foreword by JOHN KELMAN, D.D. New 
York: Doran. $1.75. 1 9 2 2 .  

DR JOHN KELMAN in his Foreword calls this book (which has been 
extant in Japanese for a year) ‘ one of the world’s great stories.’ Few 
who read it in the English translation will think his estimate too 
high. The volume is in the form of an autobiography, written with 
terse sincerity by ‘ the gentleman in prison,’ and a few pages from 
the journal of Caroline Macdonald who played a central part in 
the closing months of his life. 

Tokichi Ishii’s manuscript is full of quaint turns of Japanese 
thought and revelations of Japanese psychology, but i t  is so broadly 
human that it seems to  belong to  us all. Those in contact with life- 
long criminals in any land tell of noble traits of character and frag- 
ments of true virtue side by side with recurring acts of violence or 
vice. A life in which, from 
boyhood’s years, one crime had succeeded another, still left him 
compelled by his innate chivalry to  make voluntary confession that 
he had committed a certain murder for which another man, though 
innocent, was about to  be condemned. This brought him under 
sentence of death. While he lay in Tokyo gaol, the first great chance 
of his life came to  him. Caroline Macdonald, a woman beloved in 
Japan for her noble work among those who have ‘ gone under,’ came 
to  see him with a friend. These two women were the first Christians 
he had met : they were the only ones he ever knew. They left a 

It is notably so in Tokichi Ishii’s case. 
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New Testament with him and for lack of other occupation he read it 
now and again. The story of the Crucifixion arrested him. He writes : 

I went on and my attention was taken by the words ‘And Jesus said, 
Father, forgive them for they know not what &hey do.’ I was stabbed 
to the heart as if pierced by a five-inch nail. What did the verse reveal to 
me? Shall I call it His com- 
passion? I only know that with an unspeak- 
ably grateful heart, I believed, Through this simple sentence I was led into 
the whole of Christianity. . . . What else could I believe but that H e  was 
the Son of God ? 

Henceforth the portrait of ‘ the gentleman in prison ’ as he paints 
it in simple fashion grows more beautiful and Christ-like day by day. 
He is at peace with all men-judge, lawyer, prison warder, chaplain, 
become his friends. He is 
full of contrition for past wrong-doing but lifts his face in the 
humility of confidence towards God and man. The prison manu- 
script was completed on July 24th, 1918. A fortnight later Caroline 
Macdonald saw him for the last time. 

What can one say to a man who is to be 
hanged to-morrow or the next day or the day after? I read to him parte 
of Psalm 116, words penned centuries ago; but as I stood there in a tiny 
cubby hole and talked to him across a passage-way and through a wire grating 
it seemed impossible to believe they were not written for the very thing we 
faced there in the prison house, ‘ I  love the Lurd because H e  hath heard my voice 
and my supplication. . . . The cords of death compassed me, the pains of Sheol gal 
hold upon ttie. . . . Theii called I on the name oj’ the Lord, . . . I was brought lorn 
and He saved me.’ I looked at him and his eyes were glowing with joy- 
there shone in his face that light which was the wonder of prison officials. 

Ten days later the Buddhist chaplain wrote : 
He faced 

death rejoicing greatly in the grace of God and with quietness and steadiness 
of heart. His last words were ‘ My soul, purified, to-day returns to the City 
of God.’ 

Enough has been said to  show the extraordinary interest and high 
apologetic value of this book. It gives a fascinating insight into the 
psychology of a great and often misunderstood people ; it  illustrates 
the wealth of opportunity which the woman missionary finds ; but 
still more it offers fresh proof that the Eternal Gospel breathes out 
from the pages of the Bible with living power. 

WIMBLEDON G. A. GOLLOCK 

I stopped. 

Shall I call it the love of the heart of Christ? 
I do not know what to call it. 

The Bible continually unfolds to  him. 

She writes : 
What did we talk about? 

This morning . . . Tokichi Ishii was executed in Tokyo prison. 
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AN AMERICAN VIEW OF TURKEY 

TURKEY: A WORLD PROBLEM OF TO-DAY. By TALCOTT WILLIAMS, LL.D., 
D.Litt. Garden City, U.S.A. : Doubleday, Page. $4. 1921. 

THIS book contains the substance of a series of Lowell Lectures 
delivered in Boston in 1920. Dr Williams, who was Director of 
the School of Journalism, Columbia University, from 1912-1919, 
writes with ready pen and vivid style and with a wealth of historical 
allusion. Born and brought up in a missionary home in Turkey, 
his purpose is to  make us see the Near East in true perspective and 
to  demonstrate that an American mandate is the logical solution of 
its difficulties. The value of the book is in its unusual facts and 
point of view and in the stimulus which it may afford t o  public opinion. 

Dr Williams says that the Anatolian 
Turks are not at all to be thought of as marauders from Central Asia. 
On the contrary, they are the slowly formed composite of the previous 
inhabitants of Asia Minor, greatly reduced in numbers through the 
centuries, and with a small admixture of pure Turkish blood. The 
Anatolian Turk of to-day resembles more nearly the Greek type than 
that of the Turk of Central Asia. The Ottoman Turks did not burst 
upon Asia Minor as the destroyers of its ancient civilization. They 
found that civilization already destroyed by the Seljuk Turks and by 
the Mongols, and the first Ottoman Sultan was rather a leader in 
reconstruction. The disaster that swept over European civiliza- 
tion in the fifth, sixth and seventh centuries befell Asia Minor only 
six hundred years later. So that, while the re-establishment of 
order in Europe has had thirteen centuries for its development, the 
parallel movement in Asia Minor has had less than seven. This 
must be remembered in passing judgment upon the Turks. That 
they never have rendered constructive service to  civilization is not 
true. What the Turk neGds to-day is time to  make up this differ- 
ence of seven centuries, as well as help. Asia Minor, the present home 
of the Turk and three-fourths Moslem, has been held in all the ages 
by the population which inhabits it. ‘ This population will hold the 
region it has defended and eventually lay the foundation of a new order.’ 

Next, as to  the Christian races. ‘If brains could vote,’ these 
races would have an overwhelming preponderance, but in no 
province have they a clear majority. In  the cities where there 
is a mixed Moslem and Christian population, segregation has been 
the almost universal custom, as though involved in the nature of the 

First, as to  the Turks. 
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case. The same principle should be applied territorially, for ' all 
experience teaches that the future will be more peaceful, more secure 
and make swifter advance, if the Greeks, the Armenians, and the 
other Christian populations are set apart in their own territory.' 

The breakdown of Turkey is attributed to the collision with its 
whole fabric, political, social, economic, religious, of the forces 
of the Industrial Revolution. In the throes of this conflict Europe 
and America have been strained and tossed about, but Turkey has 
gone to pieces. An outstanding cause of weakness has been the 
failure of either government or religion to place a paramount value 
upon character. In the official classes, ability and personal loyalty 
to the Sultan have been the only requirements. 

When the Turks accepted Islam rather than Christianity, an 
inherent antagonism was set in motion. At  the core, these two 
religions are irreconcilable. The ethical reality behind each is, as 
regards the other, an irreducible prime or surd. Islam holds to the 
assertion of self and to the gratification of desire, which are contrary 
to the contentions of Christianity. The deep-rooted prejudice among 
Moslems is not that of race or colour as among Christian peoples, but 
the prejudice of religion. Only under the control of a superior power 
can Islam and other religions live at peace in communities. 

Woven through this whole presentation of conditions in Turkey 
is the argument that America should accept a mandate for the Near 
East. America, so Dr Williams holds, is in a position to exercise 
detached and neutral oversight. America is trusted, preferred, 
desired by all the native peoples and has the means. America 
can put an end to selfish foreign interference, right past injustice 
and give the good an opportunity to prevail. Only selfish objections 
have been urged against this mandate. To leave the matter to  be 
fought out means the extermination of the Christian races. 

America thus far has not accepted the path of service in support 
of which Dr Williams marshals many arguments. It is the verdict 
of a recent visitor that ' America is living up to only 25 per cent of 
its opportunity.' Those individuals, however, who have caught 
the vision of opportunity in the Near East and of responsibility for 
the welfare of its peoples continue to prove their faith by their works 
in their support of the Near East Relief, the American Board, the 
Presbyterian Board, and the independent American educational and 
medical institutions. 
BOSTON JOHN E. MERRIU 
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SOME NOTEWORTHY ESSAYS 

HELLENISM AND CHRISTIANITY. By EDWYN BEVAN. 
11s. 6d. 1921. 

THE title of this volume does not reveal the fact that within its 
pages there is much sound wisdom for the missionary student. 
Others have dwelt in other journals with justice upon the remarkable 
value of these essays for the theologian and classical student ; it is 
our duty to call our readers’ attention to their bearing upon the 
modern missionary enterprise. There must be few of us who have 
not used vague and sounding language about ‘ the East ’ and ‘ the 
West’ ; Mr Bevan will probably convict most of his readers of 
talking nonsense, at least occasionally, upon these big generalities. 
He corrects many popular assumptions. He shows how misleading 
it is to  class together as ‘ Oriental ’ all the nations which have re- 
jected the special characteristics of the West, and at the same time 
to ignore the differences between these nations themselves. He 
shows how false it is to say that ‘ Asia has never been permanently 
influenced by Europe ’ ; and even if this were true of the past, he 
challenges the assumption that the future is likely to be a mere 
repetition of the past. A new phase is near. Speech, writing, print- 
ing, and now the telephone ; ‘ we are now entering upon the telephonic 
era. May we not expect that now co-operation for yet greater tasks 
between much larger groups of the human family will follow ? ’ 

London : Allen & Unwin. 

In his first essay Mr Bevan draws this conclusion : 
The existing civilization of Europe does not present itself as anything final. 

Its defects are too glaring for us to think that. Only if it  is to be transcended 
it can only be on condition that its lesson is first thoroughly learned. That 
lesson cannot be passed over or scamped. If the ancient heritage of the 
eastern nations in thought and social life is to profit them in the day that is 
coming, it can only be by its being submitted to  the rigid canons of a Reason 
that has grown strong with all the strength of western thought. 

Such a passage will show something of the strength and wisdom 
of this book. It must be added that in other essays-in the study, 
for example, of the first contact of Christianity and Paganism-there 
is much which the discerning reader will relate to this modern scene 
and its needs ; and he will rise from the reading of this book with 
his faith disciplined and braced by fellowship with a scholar with 
vision. 

LONDON EDWARD SHILLITO 
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THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CHINA 

CHINA’S CHALLENGE AND THE METHODIST REPLY. PROGRAM OF ADVANCE OF THE 

Adopted at the Program Study 
Edited 

METHOD~ST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CHINA. 
and Statement Conference, Peking, January-February 1920. 
by Paul Hutchison. Shanghai : Methodist Publishing House. 1921. 

IN 1919-20, as part of the plan of the Centenary Campaign, a group 
of representatives of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church accompanied Bishop Lewis to the seven annual 
conferences of that Church in China. From each conference a few 
delegates were appointed to accompany the party to the succeeding 
conferences. A t  the end of the tour, these delegates, now numbering 
more than seventy-five people, gathered in Peking and there with 
other Methodist representatives formed a Conference of more than 
one hundred and thirty, for the purpose of outlining the programme 
of a great forward movement of all the Methodist forces in China. 
This book is the result-180 pages of suggestions and plans illus- 
trated with graphs, 90 more pages describing the conference, and 
finally an excellent index. 

If the building up of Christ’s kingdom is a problem of mechanics, 
then here is a plan worthy of consideration. Some of its details 
may need modification, of course, but a good plan in clear bold 
outline is presented with much confidence that this is the way in 
which the work should be done if the funds and working force are 
provided. But the growth of the Kingdom is a biological process, 
and the great questions are not those of how many men and how 
many schools, but of vital forces. In this book spiritual power 
must be assumed. It is with relief that we turn back to the editor’s 
footnote printed as a preface, and learn that the finances for the 
whole programme cannot be provided, but that, with the help of 
God, Methodism would still like to do all that the programme out- 
lines. 

The statement fails to  describe Methodism as only part of the 
whole Christian force in China. It is implied in various places 
that other missions and churches are working in that great country, 
but some clear recognition of that fact might have been helpful 
and encouraging even to Methodists. A map is given of the union 
universities in China, but only the four in which Methodists share 
are shown. Tsinanfu is altogether omitted, although the medical 
department of Shantung University is supported by the largest 
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union of missions in China, and no mention is made of such in- 
stitutions as Yale-in-China or Canton Christian College, which 
serve the whole missionary body in their vicinity. One item of 
the programme proposes the opening of work in the capital of 
Shantung province, as though the other two missions at work there 
for many years and the university did not exist. Other examples 
could be given of this weakness common to most denominational 
propaganda, but surely a weakness which should be overcome in 
these days of larger co-operation. On the other hand, the programme 
should prove to be a challenge to the Methodist Churches in America 
to undertake much larger service in China, and it should force 
Methodists in China to think in terms of the whole work of their 
denomination, even though it fails to suggest ‘national terms,’ 
as page 17 suggests. 

This is the record of a bold effort to  face an enormous task, 
and to form a plan, not to fit financial resources, but to fit the 
need and opportunity. For non-Methodists, the book will suggest 
methods and ideas that will be helpful in many ways. An out- 
standing feature is its emphasis on the necessary application of 
Christian truth and power to the ‘complete redemption of the 
whole of society.’ It proposes not merely the Christian occupation 
of the geographic field, but the permeation of the whole life of the 
nation with the dominating power of Jesus Christ. 

A. L. WARNSHUIS 
LONDON 

TWO JEWISH STUDIES 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN ENGLAND. 

THE JEWS OF EASTERN EUROPE. 

By H. P. STOKES, LL.D., Lit.D. 

London: S.P.C.K. 
London: S.P.C.K. gs.6d. 1921. 

3s. 6d. 1921. 
By J .  H. ADENEY, B.A. 

‘ IT is not merely unfortunate, but little short of calamitous, that 
the nations in the midst of whom the Jews live, and who feel their 
influence in a hundred different ways, should know so little of the 
history of this people. Even encyclopdias and would-be histories 
of the world relate, as a rule, only the story of ancient Israel.’ So 
writes Professor Heman of Basel, in the Introduction t o  his Geschichte 
des judischen Yolkes seit der Zerstorung Jerusalems. And if this be 
true of people on the continent, it  is even more so of English-speaking 
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people, for until recent times the proportion of Jews in Great Britain, 
the United States and the colonies amounted t o  but a small fraction 
of the general population, which could therefore afford to  ignore 
them. But this is no more the case. America now counts her 
Jews by the million and England by the hundred thousand, and 
whenever the bars to  the immigration of aliens are once more re- 
moved, there is bound to  be a new influx of Israelites from the 
stricken lands of Eastern Europe. 

It must have been considerations of this kind which have induced 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, to  whom we are 
already indebted for a number of excellent publications dealing with 
Jewish literature, to  issue the two books before us, as the f i s t  volumes 
of a new series of handbooks on Jewish Studies, under the expert 
editorship of Canon Lukyn Williams. The books are rather small 
for the subjects they discuss, but so f a r  as they go are excellent; 
we take them as the earnest of better things t o  come and as the 
forerunners of more ambitious studies. 

There is naturally a great difference between Dr Stokes’ History 
of the Jews in England and Mr Adeney’s Jews of Eastern Europe, 
nevertheIess the two volumes are supplementary of each other, for 
from a religious point of view the Jews in different parts of the world 
differ but little. Dr Stokes is particularly well informed on every- 
thing referring to  the Jews of England prior to their expulsion 
under Edward I. In  his hands the pathetic story of the checkered 
fortunes of this section of the Jewish race becomes alive with in- 
cidence, briefly told though it is, and will be new, we imagine, t o  
most of its readers. A very welcome feature is also his references 
to Jews in English literature from Chaucer t o  our own times. M i  
Adeney’s work covers, from the point of view of numbers, a much 
wider field, for Eastern Europe, as the author rightly says, is ‘ the 
home of the Jew ’ ; but one feels on every page that the writer is 
fully equal to  his task. He has had many years’ experience of work 
among the Jews, as head of the London Jews’ Society’s Mission in 
Roumania, and elsewhere, and he turns his attention mainly t o  
such practical and burning topics of the day as Post-war Conditions, 
Anti-Semitism, the Ghetto Jew, Language and Literature, Phases of 
Religious Life, Zionism, Christianity and the East European Jews, 
and the Present Position and Needs. In  the last-mentioned chapter, 
Mr Adeney warmly pleads for better missionary literature and for 
‘ a fresh presentation of Christianity ’ to  the Jew. In  this he will 
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carry with him the sympathy of everybody whose business it is to 
bring the Gospel to the Jew, for the available literature has largely 
been written for a generation that is fast dying out, and under condi- 
tions that increasingly tend to  become obsolete. 

We must, in conclusion, say a word about Mr Adeney’s earnest 
advocacy of the creation of a Hebrew-Christian Church in the Holy 
Land. There can be no question that the difficulty of realizing 
this aspiration is great, so great that  some people will probably 
be inclined to  dismiss it as visionary. And yet, it  seems t o  us to 
be, in the long run, the only way of evangelizing the Jewish people 
from within. It will necessarily take time to accomplish this task, 
but need one, with the wonderful growth and achievements of 
Zionism in the short period of a single generation fresh in one’s 
memory, look upon this plan as Utopian ? What one body of Jews 
can accomplish should not be thought impossible for another, if it 
has but the earnest support of the Church behind it. 

L. ZECKHAUSEN 
LONDON 

AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION FROM THE TALMUD 

THE BABYLONIAN TALMUD : TRACTATE B E R ~ K ~ T .  Translated into English for the 
first time, with Introduction, Commentary, Glossary and Indices, by 
A. COHEN, Sometime Scholar of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, Author 
of Ancient Jewish Proverbs. London : Cambridge University Press. 
31s. 6d. net. 1921.  

MR COHEN has attempted a great task and has performed it admir- 
ably. It is something to have been the first to  render the most 
famous, and the most important, of all the treatises of the Talmud 
into English. For, alas, Rodkinson’s ‘ translation ’ of the whole 
Talmud does not count. The French have been better off, for they 
at least have had Schwab’s version of this Treatise, in addition 
to his translation of the whole of the other form of the Talmud, 
the Palestinian. The Germans too have beaten us, in their edition 
of both the original and the German by Goldschmidt, now nearing 
completion. Why then have we English been so behindhand? 
There are many reasons, partly the difficulty of the task, partly 
the expense of producing anything like a worthy edition, and partly, 
and chiefly, because of the very little interest taken in things Jewish 
by English people, and in Jewish scholarship by English Jews. 
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To us, however, the one question is, Is the book under considera- 

tion of much value for missionary work 4 We unhesitatingly say 
that if it is the duty of missionaries to become acquainted with 
the thoughts underlying all Judaism, of whatever form, then Mr 
Cohen’s volume is of the greatest possible importance. More 
than that, there are many Gentile workers who can read a little 
Talmud, but find i t  very hard, and have long been regretting the 
absence of suitable help in English. Let them now go patiently 
through Berakoth, using this volume as a crib and guide. If they do 
they will rise from its perusal, having acquired, not only a f a r  better 
firsthand knowledge of Judaism than they possessed before, but 
also no little degree of preparation for tackling other and harder 
parts of the Talmud. We may add that the presence of good 
indices adds very largely to the utility of the volume. 

A. LUKYN WILLIAMS 
CAMBRIDQE 

SHORTER NOTICES 

Die Neutralittit der katholische Heideta7nissim. Von Max Griisser, 
P.C.M. (Abhandlungen aus Missionskunde und Missionsgeschichte. 
Aachen : Xaverius-Verlag. 1920.) The Roman Catholic Church 
should from the very nature of its organization show in its missionary 
activities less of the effects of nationalism than does Protestantism. 
Its mission work, however, has suffered very much from national 
rivalries, probably quite as much if not more than has Protestantism. 
More than Protestant missions during the past century and a half, 
Roman Catholic missions have been used as a means of extending the 
political influence of particular states, notably of France. This is, 
of course, highly unfortunate, and it is, accordingly, refreshing to have 
from the pen of Father Grosser this small but excellent book in which 
the question is discussed. Under the title of Neutralitul he includes 
the entire field of the relation of nationalism to missions. He believes 
firmly that missions should know no national barriers and should 
so far as possible be divorced from national ambitions. He states 
his position at some length, showing how from the beginning the 
Gospel has refused to confine itself to special racial or national groups 
and that to its messengers there can be ‘ neither Jew nor Greek.’ 
He recognizes clearly the difficulties that are involved, how impossible 
it is for a missionary to  divest himself entirely of his inherited culture 




